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Abstract:

This article addresses the topic of Solan or Al-Sawal in Moroccan
Al-Melhoun poetry, a form of poetic debates that occur between a poet
and his audience, or between two or more poets. These debates are
intended to demonstrate intellectual skill, knowledge, and creativity.
They may also take the form of puzzles posed to opponents to test their
ability to understand and respond, with the goal of overcoming them in
a public setting. Al-Melhoun poets are known for simplifying esoteric
knowledge from scholars and presenting it in a way that is accessible to
the general public, breaking down cultural hierarchies and connecting
different Moroccan social groups. Questions in Al-Melhoun poetry can
also serve to reorganize cultural priorities or take on imaginative,
fantastic forms.
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