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Abstract:

Since the beginning of the 20th century, Algeria has witnessed many
developments at both the renaissance and liberation levels, due to
external influences and internal interactions with the French occupation
authorities at the end of the 19th century. Societal constants played a
pivotal role in this process. Some elites actively defended these
constants against various laws and legislations and the overt hostility
from the French occupation authorities. Others approached the issue
with more caution, attempting to justify their stance within the political
and struggle realities in Algeria. This article reviews these diverse
positions, focusing on their contribution to national identity issues,
especially in the face of the French colonial policy that was antagonistic
toward Algerian societal constants and components.
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