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Abstract:

The Arabic language has been spoken across centuries by various
peoples from different eras and ethnicities. Despite this, Arabic retains
its unique characteristics, allowing a modern speaker to understand the
language of the pre-Islamic era, and vice versa. This is in contrast to
many languages that change over generations or disappear entirely.
However, Arabic undergoes slow lexical changes, particularly in how
society uses words. New generations may favor certain terms over
others, leading to the abandonment of some words for various reasons.
General dictionaries aim to record commonly used words through
corpora that include frequently used terms. However, due to the
vastness of Arabic, lexicographers face challenges in selecting which
words to include and which to omit, as both ancient and modern Arabic
are still in use. This research paper aims to investigate the reasons
behind the abandonment of certain words, analyzing the phenomenon
from linguistic, social, and lexicographical perspectives. The central
question is: What factors lead to the abandonment of words, and should
general dictionaries record these abandoned terms?
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