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Abstract:

This study addresses a significant issue within the research on
contemporary Islamic sects and movements, focusing on the major
controversial topics such as differing interpretations of divine texts
from the Qur’an and Sunnah. The Ahbash, followers of Abdullah al-
Harari, are often seen as an extension of the Ash'ari school of thought
in terms of defining the fundamentals of religion, but they have taken a
unique approach in issuing rulings on infidelity, apostasy, and the
abandonment of Islam by opponents. These issues, traditionally framed
within debates of right and wrong, have shifted into discussions of faith
and unbelief, a sensitive and critical area that warrants caution. The
Ahbash represent a highly rigid and dogmatic current, which has
negatively impacted the diversity of Islamic sects and movements.
Instead of causing division, the emphasis should be on fostering unity
through common Islamic principles and discussing theological
differences in an academic setting.
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