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Abstract :

Identity question, as it relates to the Information and Communication, is a central question in
cultural talk. While the New Media has updated, through its different means, thoughts on the cultural
identity and young people’s identity in particular, statistics constantly confirmed that these latter are
the most users, based on that, is determined the importance of our study which aims to find a relation
between Algerian youth use of “facebook” and their cultural identity. This research belongs to what is
known as a stream of Sociology of uses, where we determined our methodology for the critical
approach in Sociology of uses, as we approached the user and its personal interactions in a first
stage, under what is known as studies of micro sociology. We also took into comnsideration the
constancy of these interactions in a larger and global technical context which is Facebook, through
our analysis of the role of what is called the Meta and Mezzo Data, that helps in defining and the
surrounding of the interactions, all within a larger framework called: macro level, so we can achieve
our research purpose by first shedding light on the types and forms of the content of the sharing and
the interaction of Algerian young people and which reflects the components of the Algerian cultural
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identity, besides, we had to dwell on the point of the creative and the appropriate use of this
technical application and its importance for the users. Moreover, we could remark the young people’s
identity is illustrated more through their virtual identity and this by the analysis of its three elements:
Declarative Identity, Acting Identity and Calculated Identity, as well as how it refers together on
Algerian cultural identity. Finally, and within our critical approach we will analyze the course’ role of
the complementary use, i.e. facebook course and its role in surrounding students interactions and
Structuring it at a mostly technical level.
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Presses de I'université du Québec, 2004.
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1 Fabien Granjon, De quelques éléments programmatiques pour une sociologie critique des usages sociaux des
TIC, Intervention au sein de la journée d’étude organisée par le LARES-Université de Rennes 2, sous la directon
de Smail Hadj-Ali : les rapports société-technique du point de vue des sciences de I’homme et de la société, mai
2004.
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? Pierre Chambat, « usages des TIC: évolution des problématiques », in Technologies de 1’information et
société, vol.6, n°3, 1994, p250.
? Jean Gury Lacroix, Gaetan Tremblay et Gilles pronovost, « la mise en place de ’offre et la formation des
usages des NTIC : le cas de videoway et de Telétel », dans cahiers de recherche sociologique, n°21, 1993, p84.
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' JOUET Josiane, Retour critique sur la sociologie des usages , op cit.

*MARCHAND Marie, ANCELIN Claire, Télématique : promenade dans les usages, Paris, La Documentation
Francaise, 1984, 207 p.
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* PROULX S., TAHON M.B., (1989), « La machine infernale: I'expression des peurs chez des usagers de micro-
informatique », Technologies de l'information et société, Montréal, pp. 71-92.
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1993, pl6.
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