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Abstract:

This study aims to examine Britain's foreign economic policy in the aftermath
of the Second World War and the profound material and human losses that
the war inflicted on the country, which significantly aftected both its domestic
and external economy. Beginning in 1950, several European states sought to
promote economic integration in Europe. Britain, however, initially rejected
these initiatives, placing itself in a difficult international position, particularly
after its applications to join the European Economic Community (EEC),
established in 1957, encountered resistance from some European member
states, most notably France.

From 1969 onward, the United States assumed an active role in supporting
Britain's accession to the European Economic Community, especially within
the context of the period of détente between East and West. As Britain was
regarded as a key pillar of American foreign policy in Europe, the United
States viewed British membership in the EEC as a means of strengthening the
Western economic bloc, enhancing transatlantic cooperation, and reinforcing
the strategic position of the West in its rivalry with the Soviet Union. These
efforts culminated in Britain's accession to the European Communities in
1973, while the organization later adopted the oftficial name European Union

tollowing the Maastricht Treaty, which entered into force in 1993.
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