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Sharif Bouchoucha's Resistance through French Writings. Louis Rinn's History of
the Insurrection of 1871 in Algeria as a Case Study
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Abstract :

The writings that documented the events of the popular resistance in Algeria
were predominantly produced by French authors who witnessed and experienced
these events firsthand. Consequently, these accounts have become indispensable
primary sources for researchers studying the history of Algerian resistance.
However, a critical examination of these writings reveals a clear tendency toward
distortion and the deliberate minimization of the role and stature of resistance
leaders. Therefore, it is essential for Algerian scholars to reassess and critically
re-examine these sources, as they often portrayed the resistance movement and its
leaders within an inaccurate colonial framework.

In this modest study, the focus is placed on the historiography dealing with
the resistance of Sharif Bouchoucha, with particular attention to the writings of
Louis Rinn. Accordingly, the central research question is formulated as follows:
What methodological approach did Louis Rinn adopt in his writings on Sharif
Bouchoucha?

Keywords: Sharif Bouchoucha, Popular Resistance, French Colonial Occupation,
Algeria, Louis Rinn.
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