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Abstract:

The Algerian Sahara constitutes nearly four-fifths of the country’s total territory. It is
characterized by distinct natural features and strategic attributes that confer upon Algeria’s
geopolitical position—at both the Maghreb and African levels—a particular significance and
a distinctive dimension. This exceptional status has historically made the region a target for
adventurers and an object of ambition for invading powers across different eras. The most
recent of these was French colonialism, which occupied the city of Laghouat on 4 December
1852 following fierce and violent resistance. From this foothold, France was able to extend
and consolidate its colonial authority and diverse policies across the entire Sahara for more
than a century, systematically targeting the population’s social and cultural structures.
However, the local population consistently demonstrated conscious resistance that reflected
the depth of their authenticity and cultural identity, boycotting colonial rule in various
aspects of life and confronting it through multiple forms and means. Armed resistance, Bin
Nasir Bin Shahra, represented one of the most prominent popular resistance movements in
the Algerian Sahara. This article seeks to highlight French interest in the Sahara, as well as
the factors and motivations that drove the expansion of its colonial influence into this region
of Algeria.

Keywords : French colonial expansion, Algerian Sahara, Laghouat, popular resistance, Ibn
Nasser Ben Shahra, Algeria.
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- Henri Lhote,Les gravure rupestres de |'atlas saharien Monts de Ouled Nails et régions de Djelfa,(Office
du parc national du Tassili,Djanet,1984), p.143.

- Voir aussi:Maumen, Notes sur les dessins et peintures rupestres relevés dans la région entre Laghouat et
Géryville,(bulletin archéologique, Alger 1901).

- Etaussi: Ginette Aumassip,Trésors de |'atlas, préface de Makarninan Makagiansar (Entreprise nationale
du livre, Alger1 986) pp 29,43,88

’- E. Mangin," Notes sur ['histoire de Laghouat ", Revue africaine N° 37 (1893),p16- 20.

3_ Dhina Amar,Contribution a I'étude du nomadisme, le chameau chez les tribus Arbaa du sud algérien (Ed.
Louis Massignon,institut frangais, Paris, 1956) p32.
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- George Hirts, L'Algérie nomade et ksouriénne 1830- 1954 (Ed. Marseille 1989) pp96- 99.
o Mangin,op.cit, p23.

®_ Ernest Mercier,Histoire de |'Afrique septentrionale (Berbérie) Depuis les temps reculés jusqu'a la
conquéte francaise 1830 (Ernest Leroux éditeur, paris1868) T3, p139.

’- Odette petit,Laghouat essai d'histoire sociale,( Ed. college de France, Paris, 1976 ), p.33.
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- Louis Rinn, Marabouts et Khouans etude sur l'islam en Algérie (Adolphe Jourdan, libraire-éditeur, Alger, 1884)

p420.
% E. Mangin,op.cit,pp355,361.
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- Arnaud,” Histoire de ['ouali sidi Ahmed Tidjani " Revue africaine n:5 (1860,1861), p468.
- etvoir aussi: Louis Rinn, op.cit, p.417
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-E. Mangin, op.cit, pp.45,46.
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Louis Rinn, Marabouts et Khouans étude sur l'islam en Algérie (Adolphe Jourdan, libraire-éditeur, Alger, 1884)
p420.
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30_Léon Roches, Dix ans a travers l'islam 1834- 1844, préface et épilogue par E.Carraby (Ed. Librairie académique
Didier, Paris,1884) pp133- 147.
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34 Mangin, op. cit, p54.
*>-Ibid,p55.

*°_bid, pl. 56.
*’-Mme Lebourgeois," Tidjani et Ain Mahdi ", Revue Africaine N° 68 (1927) p114.
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- Mangin, op cit, Revue africaine N° 37 (1893), p357.
39, Mangin, ibid, pp61,62.
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-Narcisse Faucon, Livre d'or de ['Algérie de 1830- 1889, préface de le colonel Trumelet (Challamel et Cie
éditeurs librairie algérienne et coloniale, Paris1889) Tome1, p.649.

42_ E.Mangin, op. cit. p88.
- Ibid, pp82, 83
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“Pellissier de Reynaud Annales Algériennes (Librairie militaire, librairie bastide Alger,octobre1854) T3,p330.
%_Du barail, Mes souvenirs 1851- 1864 (Ed. plan. Nourritet Cie, Paris, 1913) T2, pp37,39
47_Odette petit,op.cit.pp38, 39.

*-1bid, p43.
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- Odette petit,op.cit.p35.
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>~ Odette petit,op.cit,pp38- 40.
>3- 1bid, pp41, 42.
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Ibid, pp24, 25
5. E.Mangin,op.cit, Revue Africaine N°37, p382.
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