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The Efforts of Kings and Their Role in Expanding the Agricultural Irrigation
Canal Network in Ancient Iraq
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Abstract :

Agriculture constituted one of the principal pillars of the economy in ancient
Iraq. Since the earliest periods, the inhabitants of Mesopotamia were renowned for
their agricultural activities, which flourished due to the abundant waters of the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers, the flat topography, and the fertile alluvial soils, particularly in
the central and southern regions of the country. These favorable natural conditions
enabled the development of sophisticated irrigation systems through the excavation of
canals, the construction of dams to regulate seasonal floods, reservoirs for water
storage, and hydraulic installations designed to ensure the efficient distribution of
water.
Given the strategic importance of these irrigation projects, a comprehensive body of
legal rules and administrative regulations was established to govern the use of
irrigation water by farmers and ownmers of agricultural lands and orchards. These
measures sought to guarantee equitable water distribution while preventing damage to
neighboring fields caused by negligence or improper water management.
Cuneiform sources vividly document the considerable efforts undertaken by
Mesopotamian kings to develop and maintain irrigation infrastructure. They mobilized
extensive human and material resources to excavate new canals, restore existing
waterways, and expand irrigation networks. Royal inscriptions frequently celebrated
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these hydraulic achievements, and several rulers even commemorated the
inauguration of major canals by naming regnal years after them. The enduring
remains of many of these canals continue to testify to the engineering expertise and
administrative capabilities of ancient Mesopotamian civilization.

Keywords: Irrigation Canals; Irrigation, Irrigation Projects; Dams,; Water Resources,
Mesopotamia.
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