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Abstract:

The current research aims to study the level of false consensus among
students of the Open Education College, analyzing differences according to
gender (male-female). The researcher adopted the descriptive approach, and
the research population included students of the Open Education
College/Najaf branch during the academic year (2025-2026). The sample was
selected using stratified random sampling, and its size was (260) students,
with (130) males and (130) females. To achieve the research objectives, the
researcher developed a false consensus scale consisting of (28) items
distributed across four dimensions: knowledge availability, selective
exposure, self-enhancement motivation, and situational ambiguity. The
psychometric properties of the scale were confirmed through face validity and
construct validity, as well as reliability using Cronbach's alpha coefficient.
The results showed that the scale possessed good indicators of validity and
reliability. The results also revealed a high level of false consensus among
students of the Open Education College, with the mean score of the sample
reaching 98.74, which is higher than the hypothetical mean of the scale.
Furthermore, the t-test results showed a statistically significant difference. The
research findings also revealed statistically significant differences in the level
of false consensus based on gender, with the differences favoring females.
This reflects that female student are more inclined than males to believe that
their opinions, attitudes, and stances are widely accepted or supported by
others. In light of these findings, the research recommends the need to enhance
students' awareness of cognitive biases, include social cognition topics in the
curriculum, develop guidance programs that contribute to the development of
critical thinking and acceptance of differing opinions, and conduct future
studies that address the relationship between false consensus and other
psychological and social variables

Keywords False consensus, students, Open Education College.
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