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Abstract: Presupposition is a concept that has become central in the philosophy of language
and pragmatics, as it compels any theory of semantics or human linguistic behavior to explain
the reasons for its presence in discourse and its remarkable impact. It not only challenged the

edifice of formal logic but also any theory aiming to formalize discourse.

The concept first emerged as a logical and linguistic problem with the founder of modern logic,
Gottlob Frege, who was the first to explicitly use the term with its linguistic significance and to
link it to logical inquiry in his famous essay “On Sense and Reference”. A few decades later, it
transitioned to the studies of linguists, eventually becoming established in the indexes of
pragmatic studies as a highly complex concept that escapes the confines of linguistics—a

concept whose essence remains elusive to this day.

In this paper, | will present this linguistic phenomenon, outline some of its features, and discuss
the theoretical problems associated with it, hoping to highlight the importance of this concept in

natural discourse.
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“’Robert Stalnaker: Common ground. Journal of Linguistics and Philosophy 25.2002. p701.

To presuppose something is to take it for granted, or at least to act as if one takes it for granted, as background

information —as common groundamong the participants in the conversation.
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