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Abstract

Speech Act Theory constitutes one of the principal frameworks of pragmatics, examining

language in use through the interaction between the speaker, the hearer, and the communicative context.
Although formally developed within modern linguistic theory, its underlying principles are deeply rooted
in the classical Arabic rhetorical distinction between declarative discourse (khabar) and non-declarative
discourse (insha’), both of which frequently convey meanings that extend beyond their literal forms
through contextual interpretation. This perspective corresponds to the pragmatic notion of indirect
illocutionary force, whereby the intended communicative act is inferred from contextual and discourse-

related cues rather than from the grammatical form alone.

Given the Qur'an's unparalleled linguistic and rhetorical richness, it provides a fertile corpus for
pragmatic inquiry. Accordingly, this study investigates the speech acts employed in Surah Al-Qalam
within the framework of Speech Act Theory, with particular emphasis on identifying indirect illocutionary
acts and examining the pragmatic mechanisms through which they are realized. Furthermore, the study
explores how these speech acts contribute to the communicative, persuasive, and rhetorical functions of
the Qur'anic discourse, thereby demonstrating the explanatory power and applicability of contemporary

pragmatic theory to the analysis of the Qur'anic text.

Keywords: Speech Act Theory; Pragmatics; Surah Al-Qalam; ). L. Austin; John Searle.
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